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Course	housekeeping	

•  Welcome!	
•  Keep	checking	in	with	how	you	are	finding	the	
reading	and	assignments.		Feedback	welcome.	

•  Ques1ons	welcome	during	lectures,	use	chat	
func1on.			



What	are	human	rights?	

•  Where	do	human	rights	come	from?	
•  What	is	the	UDHR?	
•  What	is	the	significance	of	making	trea1es	
about	human	rights?	

•  What	is	the	role	of	civil	society	in	crea1ng,	
asser1ng,	and	enforcing	human	rights?	



CRPD	as	human	rights	treaty	

•  What	is	the	meaning	of	signature,	ra1fica1on,	
accession?	

•  What	is	the	Op1onal	Protocol?	
•  What	is	the	
CommiSee	on	the	Rights	of	Persons	with	
Disabili1es,	and	how	does	it	work?	



CRPD	structure	and	overview	

•  Let’s	look	at	the	Conven1on	
– General	provisions	(arts	1-4,	31-33)	
– Specific	rights	(arts	5-30)	
– CommiSee	(arts	34-39)	and	Conference	of	states	
par1es	(art	40)	

– Formali1es	(arts	41-50)	
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•  And	the	Op1onal	Protocol	
– Communica1ons	(arts	1-5)	
–  Inquiry	procedure	(arts	6-8)	
– Formali1es	(arts	9-18)	



CRPD	draaing	and	nego1a1ons	

•  ‘Cons1tu1onal	moment’	
•  Hundreds	of	perspec1ves,	personally	involved	
•  Nego1a1on	archives	
•  Text	80%	civil	society,	DPOs	
•  My	perspec1ve	
– Working	group	Jan	2004	pivotal	
– WNUSP	grass	roots	perspec1ve	accepted	into	law	



Transforma1ve	impact	

•  ‘Paradigm	shia’	–	footnote	and	beyond	
•  Influence	on	UN	mechanisms	
•  Interpreta1ons	by	CRPD	CommiSee	–	expert	
body	authorized	to	monitor	compliance	
– Gen.	Com.	No.	1	(art	12),	Guidelines	art	14	

•  States	par1es,	academia,	NGOs	
•  DPOs/	user/survivor	organiza1ons	


